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A Piece-Scale Dollar
Believing that by sharing in ex-

rcss profits the .government stimu-
];..: profiteering, Congressman Grif¬
fin, of New York, has prepared a

bill whereby all incomes, whether ot*
individuals or corporations, in ex-

cess of $000,000 are taxed 100 per
cent.in other words, confiscated.
Says Mr. Griffin:

"Under the present law the prof-
iteers are permitted to relain fit) per
cent of their pilfotings. So lotig a*

this- is permitted profiteering ia
worth while. Take awny the in-
centlve hy seizing their ill-gotten
gain?, and profiteering will cease to

be attractive. They v,ill then direct
'hemselves to the task of producing
.n larger volume nnd cheapening the
price of their product."
Mr. Griffin's measure would not

iiave the effect he describes; on the
eontrary, it would push up prices
and diminish production. Ap-
proaching the dead line of extin-
guishment of further income, an 111-

divldnal or company would buy mu¬

nicipal, state and national bonds, ex-

. .mpt from taxation.
-\lready the rich are absorbing

the country's $14,000,000,000 of tax-
free securities.have forced return
on them down to 4 and 41i> per cent
--whereas money for industry costs
7 to 8 per cent. Mr. Griffin doiibt-
!ess has excellent intentiona, but his
information concerning the inci-
dence and the repercussions of taxa¬
tion leaves much to be desired.
Yet it is poEsible to put a brake on

orofiteering by taxation. Two
t.h'ings might both be done. One is
to have a graded tax on personal ex-

penditures. If the first $3,000 of a

..nan's outlay were exi if and then
he were forced t<> pay a. c wding to a

rising scale on each additional $1,000
if personal expenditure, he woald
seon decrease wasteful consumption
and begin to save. Producers would
be able to borrow at bet ter rates and
thus produce in larger volume. A
graded tax on expenditures is free
of the gTave objections urged against
sales taxes, and its coliection would
be less difficult than income tax col-
iections, for the standard of a man's
living is visible and an estimate can

casily be made.
But even more effective in stop-

ping profiteering would be a graded
tax on the profit margin of sales
rather than on cayiital's earnings, as
now. The public should be pro
toctcd against the robber who double;
or triplos his invoice prices wher
gdods reacb his shclvcs. It is little
or nothing to a buycr how much s
concern makes on its capital. VY\
should encourage quick sales anc
anial! profits and penalize slow sale-
and high profits.
A concern which turns o\*er it

capital ten times a year, making
say, 2 per cent net each time, mighl
go free of taxation, even thougr
making 20 per cent on its invest¬
ment, whereas a concern which
makes only one turn-over, with a 11
per cent sales margin, should b<
taxed, though earning less money or
its capital. The delusion that th(
rate of income on a given amounl
of capital should be the taxatior
basis needs conquering. It costi
¦ociety billionu. What is of m n
is not what capital receives, but wha

. it does.
m The dollar should work on a piecif. scale, and if one man's dollar doei

more than another's it should ge
more. Astonishing is the failure olegisiators to master elementary ta-
principle3 before venturing to enac
revenue laws.

And Rcading Went Up
The stock market's comment oi

t>s decision of the Supreme Cour
divorcing the Reading Railwa n
the Rcading coal properties was ai
advance of 13 points in the prict
of Reading stock.

It's a poor time for railwaj
securities. It has seemed as if noth-
if.g is able to put them up. Yet a
"victory" by the fovemment in a
trust prosecution did tii» business.
The triumpha of tht Sherman law
are thuu of tha same nature they
w«?r#; ia tbe days wh«n the Ktandard
OIJ sni Tobacco eombinations fclt

the full rigors of a decree writtenby
a fully aroused Attorney General.
Tho Sherman law, although little

has been hoard of it for a long time,
is still on the etatute books and still
has capacity for harm. For it may
bo nssumed that it is harmful if in
action it requires the Supreme Court
to take such means that concerns;
which serve the public in a coal-
vending way make more money.that
their prdfits are to bc larger when
divided than when united.
Again may the question be asked,

Why the Sherman law? Has it not
been suflicicntly demonstrated that
it is useless when not positively
harmful?

Another Civil War
Mexico confronts another period

of chaotic disorder, whether Gar-1
ranza chases Obregon or Obregon
chases Carranza. In cither event
banditry, Mexico's one profitable in-

dustry, is to have a revival. Who-
ever occupies the palace in Mexico
City, fighting will go on in the hills.
Thus after seven years crowning

failure comes to the policy of the Ad-
ministration. It held, except when
it indulged in the lur.ury of gross
inconsistency, that if Mexico were
but 1ft alone long enough it would
develop capacity for self-govern-
ment and would end its anarchy by
its own action. Mexico was to have
time, and she has had seven years
of it.

Diaz ruled' by force and Madero
turned him out by force. Huerta
ruled by force and Carranza has
done the same. There has beennoth-
ing resembling a free election or

constitutionalism. And Obregon, if
l.o comes in, is to be. another tyrant
in the long series. Economically
the Mexican people are worse off
than they were and politically they
have made no gain. The same 250,-
000 who control Mexico still control
and fight among themselves in the
same way. Porfirio Diaz obviously
knev/ Mexico better than did Wood-
row Wilson.
"Watchful waiting" having come

to an ignoble end, what remains to
be done? It is obvious that the
Mexican chaos cannot bc allowed to
endure forever. If Obregon wins he
is, ef course, to be allowed every
chance to show himself civilized, but
the disease which afflicts Mexico will
persist.a disease for which inter¬
vention secms more and more to be
the onlv eure.

The Tragedy of Sugar
The increasing exploitation of

sugar soems to have attracted
the attention'of Attorney General
Palmcr's chief observer of the up-
ward course of prices, the myster-
ious and mellifluous Mr. Figg. Sugar
pfofiteering is a tragedy which the
Administration itself scenariocd and
staged. The stabilization of sugar
prices during the war was the one
notable demonstration of the govern-
ment's power to protect the con-
sumer. The Sugar Equalization
Board performed a little miracle of
its own which made all the other
price regulators look like bunglers.
Apparently tho board was too suc-
ccssful. After the armistice a mis-
guided economist who had access to
the President advised him that
sugar could take care of itself. So
our one spectacular economic accom-

plishment soon ceascd to give offeruie
to those who wanted to return to
tho good old ways. The sugar
board, an agent of economic fore-
sight and restraint, was allowed to
dissolve, even though Congress au-
thorized the President to continue
it in operation until the end of this
year. So we see the sugar specu-
lator and profiteer already in t" -ir
glory, and sugar, having risen from

i 11 to :22 cents a pound, now heading
11 gayly toward 30 or 40 cents.

The inimitable Mr. Figg is re-

t ported to be cngrossed in conjuring
> off the crisis by discovering new
1 sources of supply. The speculators
s naturally cry "Shortage!"

But according to figures prcpared
by the National City Bank sugar

, impovtation3 for the year ending
.
June 30 next will be much the

( largest in our history. Moreover,
we are exporting sugar and are

, using vast quantities of it for non-

i essential purposes. The govern-
ment's refusal to buy in the Cuban

i sugar crop of 1920, Mr. Palmer's
3 notice to the Louisiana producers
t that they might sell for 17 cents a
s pound, rnanipulation of supply, fore-

stalling and all the familiar forma
t of pressure to boost prices and mulct
l the consumer have worked to con-

vert sugar from a low-priced war-
¦. time staple into a pampered luxury
j m time of peace.
t T(~'0 government looks on foolishly
f at this Bpectacle. It is abashed at
, its own rVv-king mismanagement.
i, !t batos to confess error. What can

tho c.onsumer do to protect his in-
terests? Ile can, at least, demand
that the Sugar Equalization Boardbe rcvived and that sugar again berationed. Sugar cxports should be

argoed, and uneconomic domestic1 consumption should be checked.
1 The greatest need for sugar intl o immediate future in in the ran.

ing industry. Vast crops of fr'uit
' and vegetables will go to waste if
they cannot be preserved, either inthe home 6r the factory. The can-
ner has tho first call on sugar be¬
cause be Is conserving foods. His
claim Is far stiperior to that of the
candymaker and the servcr of soda-
fountain drinks. Has tho Admlnis-
'tration vigor cmoughjffleft in it to

intervene? The machinery of rescue

is still available. The same hands
can remantle it that mistakcnly
stored it away.

The Relic
"One of our New York news-,

papers," according to The Columbia
Law Student Monthly, has "pointed
out what a blow to Columbia Law
School tradition the admittance of
women would be." Can it be thatj
reference is made to The Tribune's;
editorial of February 28, entitled,
"A Historic Relic"? In that we did,
to be surc, express the wish that in
these days of restless change, when
one landmark after another is being
swept away, "this fine old monument
to masculine dignity and pride" (the
Columbia Law School) might be
preserved in the pristine glory of
its sex exclusively to remind the
world now and again of the days,
of the horse car. But the suggestion
was Piekwickian; represented; merely
a temporary wallop of fceling for
antiquities and curios. We do not,
on sober consideration, recommend
that the Columbia Law School con-

tinue to sacrifice itself on the altar!
of the past. On the contrary, we

think it would do better to let
archajology and its own monastic
traditions go hang, and to fall in
line with the forward march of men

and women.
The admittance of women to the

leading law school of the state is
a thing which prospectivo women

lawyors o{ the college graduate type
really need, and their presencc
would do the school not harm, but
good. Those young men who are.

afraid of admitting women are

doubtless in need to learn wrnat the
college woman of present days is
like.

_^^

Undervvood as Leader
Mr. Underwood's selection as the

minority leader in the Senate is a

good thing for the minority and a

good thing for the Senate, and,
through it, for the country. The
minority was completely disorgan-
ized during tbe treaty fight, because
Mr. Hitchcock, the temporary stand-
ard bearer, handicappcd liimself and
exasperated his followers by a policy
of "cuckooism." John T. Morgan
warned his colleagues back in Presi¬
dent Cleveland's day that no man

could long retain infiuence in the
upper house who had n,o larger am-

bition than to echo there the inti-
mate thoughts and controlling sug-
gestions of the White Hourc.

Mr. Underwood is no "cuckoo."
He has had a long experience in leg-
islation and in party leadership. He
knows that the Senate cannot be con-

verted into a Presidential sounding
board, Presidents come and go.
But the Senate is a permanent, con-

tinuous body, w:th a fixed tradition
of autonomv. Mr. Underwood prob-
ably rates Senatorial independence
as high as his eminent predecessor,
Mr. Morgan, did. At any rate, in
him the Senate will have a minority
leader who will not fiinch from think-
ing and acting, even if every tele-
piione wire from the Capitol to Sec-
retary Tumulty's office happens to
bc out of commission.

Mr. Underwood is a Southerner
with a Northern background. He
was born in Louisville, Kentucky,
and was brought up in Minnesota.
He is national-minded rather than
sectional-minded, and his economic
views are now more nearly those of
the average American than they
were. when he was in the House of
Representatives and was approach-
ing tariff legislation and kindred
subjects from a point of view still
colored by the prejudice3 of section-
alism.

The new minority leader is, in
general, a force for construction, not
for obstruction. Nor is he unrea-
sonably partisan. Ile wants to see
the Senate do its work and do it with
courage and self-respect. That is
much more than has been expected
or could be expected from the av-
erage opposition leader.

The Good Old Summer Frocks
Among the more important and

significant news of the day we greet
the tidings that the old-fashioncd
summer girl, fiounced, rufflel and
Leghorned, is scheduled to reappear
this season after wo forget how
many years of retirement,
No longer are furs to protect the

innocent flapper from the searching
rays of the sun. To the mothballs
goes the velvet frock of the baby
vamp. On the word of the Millinery
Chamber of Commerce, all is to be

|one long, fluttering, sunny playtime
of organdie, voile and Georgette and
simplicity, utter and sercne. Will
complexions be revised to conform
to the new idea? Remade is the
word, pcrbaps. Not real sunburn.aa
in the days of "Sweet Marie" and
her associates in innocence, but a
sunburn tint that will neither wax
nor wane will probably be tho order
of the day. Even indestructible
frcckles may be experimented with,
we suppose.

Need we feel alarmed at the over-
turn that is a.;kcd of debutant cus-

toms, manncrs, souls? May Ihe sud-
den strain prove too great.upon
tender shoulders, for instance, ac-
customed to their squirrel and their
fox? The answer is in the negative.
Never is humnn nature so ductile,
tractable and pliant as when it in
feminino nature conforming to a
convention or chamber of commcrc«
of thoso finest of all arts which flx
the fashions for a given nenMn.

Debutantes who would have died of
pneumonia rather than go to an af-
ternoon tea without their furs in
1919 will suffer no permanent injury
whatevcy from forgetting all about
these articles in 1920.

'Tbe ppint is, coo, that fashions
change far more than do souls.
"Dardanella" may sound a thousand
years distant from "In the Good Old
Summer Time." But there were

vamps even in those days. The sim-
plicity of the'Innocent Eighties was

not all childlike and bland.any
more than the wisdom of the pres-
cnt era of. blase infants is i*eally as

complete and devastating as is some-

times supposed. Infants are still in-
fants', and summer is still summer,
however dresses expand or contract,
thicken here, thin there or disappcar
yonder. Souls, in fact, are almost
as irreducible and permanent and
unaffected by custom or circum-
stance as millinery bills. |

On the Landiord's Side
Txi-o Points Submitted Against the

Mayor's Committee
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In your Sunday i33ue it ia
reported that the Mayor's Rent Com-
mittee deems 10 per cent of so-called
profit, based on the owner's equUy, to
be the highest fair return which the
landlord should seek. Consider two
similar houses, valued at $100,000 each.
If one of these is owned free and cluar
its tenants would be expected to pay
an extra $3,000 in rent for the privl-
lege of living in an unmortgaged
building. The landlord is entitled to
a net $10,000. The other building has
a $70,000 6 per cent mortgagn upon
it. The rent will include $4,200 for
mortgage interest nnd $3,000 as the
owner's protit, n total of $7,200, as

against the first mentioned $10,000.
These figures ought to demonstrate

that the use of equities to determine
profit is unsuitablc.
From the context of the artiele re-

ferred to it would appear that the
Mayor's committee has failed to con-

sider Obsolescence, or tho probable
life of the building., lt' $1,000 is al-
lowd for that item out of tlie land¬
iord's "profit" on the mortgaged build¬
ing above referrcd to, it. shrinka to
$2,000. ln these t^nn's lie could ob-
tain by a safe investment in stock3
or mortgage $1,800 if he had so in-
vested his $30,000 eqtiity, so that his
real return for responsibility, time
and risk would be reduccd to $200.
However, he ought to lay asido an-

nually about $300 to pay the expeu-ses
of renewing his mortgage (on which
occasion the state may demand from
him a recording tax of $350). His to¬
tal expense in that connection, aside
from the tax, may run up to $1,400.
I! will be apparcnt, then, that instead
of profiting he will be paying out $100
a year for the luxury of being called
a "proliteer-landlord." Possibly he
may obtain some satisfaction from
considerinR- that this cost of such
luxury may be paid by him in the
same 50-cent dollar-? with which the
rent is paid to him by his profiteer-
tenants. CHARLES E. MANIERRE.
Xew York, April 26, 1920.

Driving Out Men Teachers
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Make no mistake, such as was
made in your editorial, "The Short-
age of Teachers." Tbe reason men
teachers of ability are no longer' nt-
tractcd to the schools is that they
are unable to support a family and
the usual number of masculine de-
pendents--'¦Uiat is, dependenta who
look to their malo relatives for sup-
port.from a salary quite adequata for
a woman teacher with one or two de-
pendents and no family.

It is equal pay that has eliminated
tho schoolmaster of distinction.
The argument of women teachers

that a family is an asset to a man ia
not true. The inodern man will not
enter a profession where onc's ulti-
mate reward is financial deper.dence
upon one's children.

Considering economic conditions in
the cducational world. I am surprised
that women teachers have not driven
all men out of our colleges. I sup-
pose this will bo only a matter of
till1e- A. M.

Brooklyn, April 25, 1920.

rorpedoes on Skales
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: -Three cheera for Sir Derrick
Wernher, the "6-foot Briton," as your
reporter picturesquely describes him,
who was arrosted the other night on
West Forty-aeventh Street for spanking
a little blackguard of the roller skate
flying squad. Sir Derrick exhibited
praiseworthy civic courage by assertingtho right of pedestrians to use the.
sidewalk unmolesU'd. Did it cver oc-
cur to the aentimental foola who
"seized Wernher and held him till
the policeman arrivod" that sidewalka
were invented for walking, among other
ithings? The little bratt.there are doz-
ens of them every night torpedoing
the crowd on Fifth Avenue atid Broad-
way.are perfectly conscioua of the
aentimentnl prejudice that protecta
them, and they bully orderly people
to their hearts' content. In a democ-
racy the righta of the strong should be
respected, too.

Yours for a safe and snne sidewalk,
ENGENE S. BAGGER.

New Y'ork, April 26, 1920.

The Ingratitude of a Poll
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir; Can you inform me wliy the
all highest, the infallible, the peerless
one, the sago of Princoton, the law
glvcr and arbiter of the Fourteen
Points has, ns per Ihe poll taken by
"The Literary Digest," made such a

poor showing? I would a: k "The New
York 'i'imes" or "Tho World," but
fcar they would indicl me for "lpse
mujesty." q

Govana, Md., April 26, 1020.

The Bnginning of the Enri
(Frotn Vhr CMcaaa Pnll\i Xrwii)Bomebody proiiontly will rpoil tha

fun by golng to work with hls evarat'la
pressed.

The Conning Tower 1
THE MODERN JOSHUAS

Forward, turn forward, 0 Time, in
your fiight.

That will help adi to the generai
plight!

The old solar system's a terrible bore,
So, for a change, let's call three

o'clock four.
Tho' world needs raore nuisance, more

bother and care.

More thing3 to put silver threads into
its hair;

The old style is orderly.give it a

knock!
Alter the clock, brother--;alter the

clock!

Forward, go forward, go any old way!
We are so sick of the old-fashioned

day;
Can't we drop some of it? 0 that

wo could
Take a few hours and just lose them

for good!
Time a tiction; so come, let us fling
A liiy big monkcy wrench into the

thing;
Come, let us bash in its faco with a

rock!
Alter the clock, brother--alter the

clock!

Tired of what's sen3ible, regular, sanc,
We turn to the freakish with might

and with main.
Many a good stroke of work has been

d (i n e

By timepieces sct to accord with the
sun;

Hence, we must loudly and wildly
i n s s t

On giving that. method a bit of a twist.
Join thn time-tinkers :iow running

amock:
Alter the clock, brother -alter the

clock!

Truly. the nation defcated us once,
But that can't stop us and our little

stunts.
Truly, large classea of citizens find
Our whimsies a pest of the peskiest

kind;
But if wp gain our illusory point,
Why should we care what is thrown

out. of joint?
Bo to all rcasoning deaf as a block;
Alter the clock, brother alter the

clock! G. S. li.

The myth of Editorial Solidarity, re-

ccntly snoken of by Bill Hard, is not
one of this department's supcrstitionn.
Frcquently we' disagree utterly with
the expressed policies of a contrib; and
we are a Daylight Saver no matter what
C. S. B. says.

Germany's indemnity, acording to yes-
tcrday's rumors, will be 21 billions.
I'robably the Aliics are waiting to find
out how promptly she pays her bills at
other places where she may have ac-
counts.

At the risk of beinp; called a pro-
Tcut, we avouch that the American har-
monica is inferior to the German. Our
two best harmoniens are German, al¬
though one of them is the BufTalo Biil
brand.

The interplanctary telephono service
is no better than that prevaleni in our
fair city. We devoted most of a day
to tho attempt to get Mars, and \vc
didn't even get an excuseitplcase.

Virtue From N'ccwsily
(Martial: 5, 47i

Phil never drinks alone. says he.
And Phil says true, suy 1,

Phil cither drinks my prlvate st( c'k
Or elso poor Pbil is dry.

The world may or may not havo for-
gotten how to smile, as Signor Nitti
said. We should be satisfied if April
would turn on a little of her golden
li'.ughter.

It is not only that the world smiles
in the wrong place; it is the wrong peo¬
ple who laugh. The profitecrs, for in-
*fi»ce, are constant gigglers; the vic-
tima do not smile. "Pla! ha!" say the
proftteers. "Havo you no senae of
humor?"

Until, of course, a profiteer in neck-
wear has his rent raiscd. "Here.-' he
says to the landlord, "a joke'a a joke."

It is uselcss to try to make a sys-
tematic person out of a sloven, as Bart-
lett's Familiar Quotationa says in its
own way. We u'sed to kecp our various
securities in a pigeonhole in an un-

lpcked desk. Taunted about our eare-
lessness, we bought a Strong I?ox. And
all yesterday afternoon we squandered
trying. in vain.to find the key.

George Christie, managcy of agencies
of the Globe & Rutgers Fire Insuranee
Company, announced yesterday morning
that in the afternoon he Would sail for
an extended trip in Jersey City..Jour-
nal of Commerce.

Copyreading contir.ues to mystify us.
The hcad is "Manager Christie Goea
Abroad."

For $1.25 we have bought a copy <>c
"Why We Punctuate." The author, na
all who telephoned us may want tc
know, is William Livingston Klein; r,r,d
it is published by the Lancet Publishing
Co., Minneapolis.

... for one whom sho could see
would in r.o cireumstances lose her
dignity. From "Tatterdemalion," by
John Galsworthy.
"'Whom are you?' said Cyril."

Prof. Heywood Broun refptes our re-
cent statement that he is unathletic. "I
was terribly exercised over what you
said," he observed breathlc3s!y.

Wilaon to Run if n Now War Comes.
Evening Sun headline.
Jack Dempscy pleaec writo.

4The postofflce employees at Essen and
Darm»tadt, another report says, aro ask-
ing for nioro money.

Troublo with the Ruhral Free De¬
livery?

* F. P. A.

Refugees From Russia
The Writer of This Lettc: Is an American Woman Who
Marricd a Distinguishcd Russian, a Member of the Gov¬
ernment Under the Old Regime and Under Kcrensk))

Terijoka, Finland, March 15, 1920.
Dcarest Ones at Home:
Just think, here we are safe, and when

I tell you all we have been through
these last two years, you will not believe
it, We have been trying to get away
for many months, but couid not find
any one to tak« n3 over the frontier, aa

it is a most dangerous thing to do, but
at last we could not stand the life any
longer and found a Finn who, for a

large sum of money, promised to get ua

aafely on the other side.
Yladimir started two rrays before

Miriam and me, and he could only take
the costume he had on and a package
0:1 his back which looked like a sack of
rotatoes. Poor Vladimir, weak from his
three months in prison, started out, got
only half way and waited for us. We
were dressed to look Hke pcasants-.
shawls over our heads, large aacksj on

our backs and a little dog under the
artn. Miriam dragged in a sleigh our

packages to the station, and there we

inet and put them on our backs, very
heavy, and took the train for a short
distance, where we met the Finn who
was to take us.

The Frontier Closed
We drove and drove and tinaiiy came

to a lonely house, which was the home
of the Finn, and at 4 in the morning
we continued our trip, again being
stopped by a Red soldier, makingavery
narrow escape, and then being left at
a little house given over to an old man.

We continued on foot over tlie snow up
to our knees to the next village, where
we found Vladimir, who had waited for
us. We rcsted there all day and at night
began again that dreadful trip in the
dark, neter knowing when we would be
stopped. ln deep, deep snow, on to the
next village, and so we continued ,-<t'-
teen versts i'rom the frontier, and there
we arrived more dead than alivc, and to
be told we could not enter Finland, as

the frontier was closed. You can imag-
ine our despair. I was likg a person
knocked in Ihe head. I found a bed in
the kitchen and threw mysclf on it and
fell asleep.
Miriam, wct and tired, started for the

frontier, determined to get across, ar.d
those last three. versts were something
dreadful, tho snow up to your waist,
and that poor child continued to walK
to and over the frontier until she was

stopped by tlie soldier, who told her if
she 'made three steps he would, shoot.
She made the threo stcps and turncd
around and told him to shoot, that
death was preferable to being sent
back, and 30 he took her on foot fifteen
versts to the staff, and there she ex-

plained, and the next day she came to
fetch us. We were taken to several
different posta in North Finland, trcated
very kindly, and finallj sent here for
the quarantinc.

East summer we were all ready to
ieave by the same way and were all
three of us arrcsted, put in prison,

Miriam and I together, with the same

little dog. We were allowed to keep'her.
Miriam was arrested in the mornintj. I
went to find her and had the dog with
me and was also arrested, aml when w?

were in the auto truck ready to stnrt for
the prison, Vladimir came running J.0-
ward the auto, and as we started I saw

the soldicrs dragging him irto a house
to arrest him. That was a eight! For
ten days in prison I did not know what
had happer.ed to him, and when we were

called down to be questioned, the big:
man shouted in a loud voice: "Fathcr,
mother and daughter!" Miriam ar.d I
were ptit iti a little cel!, locked in, ar.d
the first night even the little window
was closed.

In a Bohhevist Frfcon
Vladimir was in the same prison, but

was sent to Moscow to be kept as a

hostage. He, poor fellow, was over three
cnonths in prison, and if it had not been
for Miriam he would have been there
until now. She went to Moscow and
worked v.ith all the B.'s to get his re-

lease, and was tinally successful, and he
came to Petrograd. His long stay in
prison pulled him down, and in only
these last days does he begin to look like
himself. Both Vladmir and I are only
skin and bones. Miriam managed to
keep up better.
This last winter was something awful.

We had little or no wood, our apartment
was so cold that we dresscd even

warmer than we. would for the street.
In Petrograd there is complete starva-
tion, people die liko fiies, and now ill-
nesses of all kinda are raging. I was

very successful and managed to make
cnoUgh money to live. We spent over

100,1)00 rubles a month, and I am proud
to say [ was able to make enough and
also to save for our life abroad. I found
splendid tbings, sold them for larKo
sums of money. We paid over half a

million rubles to the Finn who took us

over the frontier.

Tcn 12.000 Rubles a Pound
We suffercd much, especially this

winter, with the cold. The last months
Miriam had to cut the wood, bring it
up four flights of stairs. No water
all the water pipes were frozen.
.Miriam lived almost entirely on gruels,
sometimes butter. For one year
Miriam did nat see an egg.butter
costs, when one could find it, L'.Tofi
rubles ¦<. pound; gruels, 700 rubles
a poun J. Bread at last was nasty
black bread, nevor white bread nevei
nieat, or very scldom. Tea at the last
cost 12,000 rubles n pound, false
rolTce was made from oats, salt was
iven out on cards for the holidays.

with one pound of sugar for each
person. Miik we had the last two
months for Vladmir, he being so ill,
Miriam paid for one bottle 240 rubles;
chickens cost 2,000 and a goose 6,000 to
7,000 rubles. You can see by these prices
that. few people can exist. Potatoes a

pound, 100 rubles.

>S
"Ours is an easy-going and opti-

mistic age," writcs John Roach Straton
in one of his "messages and wrath and
judgment," which are combincd in a

volume called "The Menace of Immoral-
ity" published hy Doran. "We do not
like to be distur'oed with unplcasan.
thoughts," contmues the genial doctor,
"and yet, if we are wisc men and wom¬

en, we will give due consideration to
these things, in the light of the tre-
mendous timos ; which we live. There
never has been such a day as this be-
fore in tho world's history. Thi7s is
a time aircady of judgment upon a

wicked wer'd. The whole world is now
standing in the shadow of anarchy ar.d
starvation. Unlesa we repcnt and turn
to God, we will have to pay the price
of our folly and sins. And New York.
let ns understand, is no execption to
these great trutha of God, Though she
exalt herself to tho very heavena she
shall he laid low, unlcr-d she repents
and turns fro n !¦ -r v ked ways. We
have become so viiin to-day over sci'en-
tific achievem.cnts and education and
ail that, that we have tended to con-
ilepcer.d even God. We tend to look
down upon Him from our lotdly human
heights. But what folly it is! "He
who sitteth in the- hca' sns shall laugh!
May He not laugh at us! And let us
well know that (iod'-j arm i3 not short-
ened and that He h s the means, even

jof temporal jr.<\ nen* in His almighty
jhands. Have you e.r. thought of what
la good, huaky ti-ia wnvo would do to
'Little Old New V ]..' as we call ... r?
Hr.vo you rv- ::,: n .,1 t p W.ool-
worth skyacrap; - ,tting hcadlong into
the Equitab'o !! ,i' lir -, through such

|an earthquake .- that whi h laid San
Franciaco'a prcud beauty .1 the dust?
Have you ever im ;ined ..,: Metropol-itan Tower craahir-.g 0v» 0n Madiaon

JSquare Garden s« netime, when '.here
.v»re tena of tho sarui of people in
Lhere at some wordly, jodtess cclebra-
'- m of the Lord': Da ? Ah. y.-s, don't
worry about God'a not ha-.ing the
meana for ,u:d; n< ,-, ,., en jn this
world!"
As a mattei of fact, that is a subject

concernii-.g which we never have wor-
ried. Thcro ian't a doubt in our mind
that the rart.r-n.uuke. or the tidal wave
or any of tho other dooma ko gleefullymentioned by Dr. Straton are well
vvithin the power of the Creator? Yet
itseems to us that it would hardly be
to the Creator'a credit if he should
turu a tidal wave upon Now York be¬
cause Dr. Straton has rcvealed the
fact. that in some dance halls in Now
York, young rnen nnd women dance
eheek to cheek. It is, 0f couvue, a ter-
riblo thing that there are still rostau-
rants in New York where ono mav pro-
cure Scotch hljrhballa, but we do not
think tho condition justiflea an earth-
quake. It mny be ns Dr. Straton BayP,that God will do one of these thfoigsnnd then laugh at us, but if such is
tho cnae wo must say that wo will not

By
Heywood Broun

have much respect for the cosmic sense
of humor. We want a God who is a
good deal more like God and somewhat
less like Dr. John lloach Straton.
When a child grows cross and tired

he will trample every card house you
build for him and toss his toys about
and knock over his blocks, but at such
times H 3d has never seerned divine
to us. We have rather laid such tantmms
to the original Adam who is in us all.
As a matter of fact, we don't believe
that Dr. Straton himself would have
as good a time at any of his predicted
catastrophes as he imagines. To be
sure, it is pleasant to iwaginc one-
self sitting on top of a tidal wave and
thumbing a nose at the struggling sin-
ners who are being engulfcd. But has
Dr. Straton ever stopped to consider
what a dreary and dull life he would
lead i'f there were nothing for him to
thunder against? He must know by
now what a delightful inspivation there
is in the daily shock. Though he may
not believe it, he will do well to mark
our words that he will miss the dancingand the immoral gowns and the furtive
highballs when all these things are
Kone. He will find that there i's a greatdeal more fun in prcaching about hell
than about heaven.
We are not even sure that, in a

thoroughgoing civic catastrophe, Dr.-Straton would escape. When Sodom
.and Gomorrah fell Lot was allowed to
escape. And So it may be with DrStraton. That is not the danger. Wehavo a very definite forebodir.g that:when he is well out of the doomed cityand the destruction has bcrun Drstraton will not be able to reWt the
temptation to look back even thoughhe turn to salt. If we understand the
man, he will not be able to departwithout ascertaining whether his r.amehas been mentioned in the special ftve-
star annihilation extras as having fore-told the disaster.

"As a critic," 8ays the house ofKnopf, -11. L. Mencken shows a cer-tain belhcosity, but from the viewpointof his publisher he is almost a perfwtmodcl of the tame author. He never
aecepts an advance on royalties; neveroffers any suggestions as to how his1-ooks ought to be printed and mar-keted; never complains about the waythey are advertise,' and alwavs pav,spot cash for the c ,s that he giveaaway Moreover. when, ver his publish-er. Alfred A. Knopf. visits him in Balti-
more he alwavs has the cook prepare Ia ipaeial niess of Muryland delicacieJ
or the VKsitor ..d gives him a eoupleof bottles of 6 per cent St. Louis becrlaid down in 1917."

Having f..,ishe7~^<HUl. of H.n"itBobbs-MerrilO.byS^^^^want o recommend it again to read-
jva. Probably wa will g.t around lIdoing a review of thi, .ntart*tai»gnovel by n«xt Stffcday.

Old Stuff
A Follower of the Golden

Rule Larr.cnts the Age
To the Edi'or of 1 ? iribur.-.

Sir: I own ...e in an up«t-"..- citywhich is o led by b g ntleman ivhoia! will call Mr. S. Mr. S. recently wrott>
to me saying fhat h was his intentjon
to paper two of the rooms in my hou <

at his expense, and asked me to d-?.- rate
one of the other rooms. I replicd that I
would do so, that he could select wh:.-
he pleased, but wished he would use thi
sam et nomy tha he would if he wC;-,.
to pay ihe bill.

1 told him that it was my intention
to b" llways as generoua with him as I
could affoM to be, but with the various
inxes, interest, insurance, repairs, etc.
the i ouse was not a paying propositio-,
as he very well knew, and that was the
reason why I had to do some thingsthat might secm small. Also that whil?
I knew that no one loves a landlord, it
1 is not all roses to be one. 1 quote
from his reply to my lcttcr:

"I thank you i'or your splendid let-
ter. I have bought the paper for the
two rooms. I will have thu man papi r
the other room which you say you will
pay for. I will keep a separate account
of this room and will not waste a cent.
because no one knows better than I"do
how many cents there are in one little,
. dollar. I appreciate your spirit of
cooperation, and assure you that I am

willing to do my share in any under-
taking. My interest in the place is more
than simply that of a tcnant- it is home
to me. ln connection with the landlord
business you spcak of, 1 have placed you
as too square a chap to be considered
for a second as being within gunsho*
distance of ti.at group of men. i *am
glad that our relations have been of the
most cordial nature."
Do you know 1 am proud of that let-

ter? I am going to keep it. I conaidcr
it an accomplishment to extract such a

lctter from a man. I know that Mr. 5,
and I are both hopelessly old-fashioned

that the idea of give ar.d ?tke is way
behind the timea. Instead of doirg as
we do. wo shou'.d go to Albany and sec
which could outhowl the other, we shou!d
t ry to get the papers to side with u\
in which case he could get more papets
than I could, for there are more of him.

Yes, there is no doubt about it, wc are

behind'tho limes. The Golden Rule la
dead. Mass formation is the thing. If
tho other fellow has anything that yuu
want, take it away from hiin if you are

big enough. That is the up-to-date Btuff.
And yet Mr. S. ar.d 1 shall continuc to

do as we are doing.give and take-for
we are hopelessly old-fashioned.

E. S. B.
New York, April 25, 1920,

The Poe Cottage
A Precious Memorial and a

Misplcced Tablet
To the Editor cf The Tribune,

Sir: I first saw the Poe cottage
many years ago at its oViginal site on

Kingsbridge Road. There were then
very lew buildings in that vicinity.
The Poe Park of to-day at that tir.v

was a pioce of waste land ma km.

only by rock bushea and atraggling
trecsi A few days ago I visited tl
finc Httle park for the first time Bince
\'n transformati m. The old couajjc,

carefully renovated, the only bu;id:iv
in the park, appears like a precious
gera in .i b( auti ful sett ing.
Upon inquiring for the original site

of the cottage I was directed to ?.

vacant let nea'r at hand on the east
side ot Lhe stn i*. There is a 'firp"
"For Sale" sigh on the lot. Adjoining
it on th.e soulh stands a new brick
building upon the street front of which
appears a bronze tablct which states
that the original site of the Poe cot¬

tage was near that spot. This seem-

ingly confirmed the information I had
received that the place wh.Te rhe CO'.-

tage first stood was on this vacant lot,
the tablet being br.t a few feet from
its southcrly line. The appearance of
he place, however, was so differe-.'
from the memory I retained of it that
i felt in doubt whether it was the rts!
site. This uncertainty in my mind was

fully justiiied, for I soon found the
genuine place occupied by the cottag*
when Poe lived i.i it, about 100 f|5f"
outh along the street (Ki'igsbriupc
Road), and from which it must have
been moved to the park. A number of
large buildings intervene between it
:md the first mentioned lot lf is s'.T;
vacant and retains features "hat 1

plainly recalled: Th.e abrupt descen:
at the rear of the lot with evidently
the same mass of loose pioces cr rock
encumbering it that was there twenty-
five years ago; the same old wich-
picket fence and narrow flagstor.e wall
through the gateway from uiie street
and the low ground, rock l.dge w>

treea to the eastward beyond the lot-
On pursuing my quest ftill further.
I found and conversed with a well-
informed gentleman who has tiway*
lived in that iocality and. who is now
tho owner 01' several houses and lois
near at hand on the same street. H>"
fully confirmed my belief as to :iif
original site, stating that there w«

no doubt whataver about it.
Tho tablet should be moved" to or

near this place, and it is to be hopea
th.nt the error will be corrected before
this real location of the. cottage i*
occupied by n new building and th«
evidence ita features now afford ot->
erated.
During my racent viait tho sm«-

rooms of the cottage were filled .!**
a conatantly changing thror.g of peopty
most of whom were igiiuran: as to why
the modest little house and the relirt it
contuins were on cxhibition. If R *!,*':
admission feo were 1 largod i! would
doubtless largelj lesscn tl . nurobw
of this ciass of v. itors, who v.v.ry th*
intelligent and very competent 1«J>
ciistodian and interfere mat rially*W|
tha enjoymont of a hold d*»J'
the memory c .-»: p< :.
Woul ! il :.o altogelher >'¦".

and appr ato thnt Poea reit»JW'
which ,t> resi 1 1 t'.:- Westmiai
Cemetery at RalHn ',..< drt111'
should he entombod -.i. this p irk, or In
the now vacant lot upon which th*
histonc cottage firat »tood n»d which
was l.is home for years bofore he dt«d*

TPJSTBAM COJTp.Naw JTork, Ajml 26, 1920-


